
Posters:
A brief overview from the Office 
of Undergraduate Research



It’s just an 

illustrated 

abstract



• Methodology/process

• Analysis/Findings

• Conclusion/“so what”

– What is the discipline contribution? 

– Why should people care? 

• Citations & references 
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Expectations of order

•  Background/description/literature review

  –  Develop credibility and  situate/motivate work 

•  Gap/Research Question (goal, outcome, creative work)

You and listener(s)/reader(s)should 

always be able to answer:

1. What are you asking/trying to find 

out/creating? (motivate this)

2. How did you find the 

answer/create the thing (what 
steps)?

3. What did you find/what is the 

outcome? Why is it  important?



Communicating  –  language, style

• Know  your  “knows” (audience, worth, expectations)

• The multidisciplinary audience

– Everyone understanding = quality/contribution by all

– Do NOT “dumb it down", just simplify

• Be concise!

• Define terms and abbreviations

• Supplement text/pictures

– Give examples people can relate to
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General Presentation skills
• Practice and peer review

– Have listener/reader restate highlights (what, how, why)
• Follow expected order
• Everything must have a reason & be digestible

– Especially figures and pictures (explain them too)
• Virtual vs in person
• Loss of interest happens quickly

– Poster should be eye-catching (visuals!!)
– Be a dynamic presenter
– Browsers will browse



Posters (the process)

• You get one-on-one audience time and feedback

– Keep something to write with nearby!

• Typical (idealized) process

– People walk around 

– You give 3-5 minute overview

– They ask you questions

– They move on

– New group comes in



Posters (visual/talking)

• Use templates/branding (as indicated/required)

• NCSU branded poster templates

• Ease of readability!

– Consistency in sizes/texts

• Typical pattern, but can deviate

• Typical (required) sections and pieces

• Don’t overpopulate!

– It’s a synopsis, not an article (you’re there to fill in)

https://brand.ncsu.edu/downloads/#research-poster


Poster layout
• Titles should be big – bring the audience to you

• Affiliations and names

• White space – not too much, but don’t crowd

• Headings and paragraphs

• Images/graphs are better than words

– Poster = visual

• Colors – writing, backgrounds, visuals

• Proofread!



Data

• Don’t misrepresent data in visuals

• Visuals should be explanatory – labels!

• Think about size of the visual



Link to Page

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/visualization/data-visualization-guides-and-tools


Title: 85 point

Authors: 56pt

Sub-headings: 36pt

Body text: 24pt

Captions: 18pt

Text sizes:

72 point can be read at 14 feet

60 pt – 12 ft

48 pt – 10 ft

20 pt – 6 ft



Images

• Avoid resolution overkill!

At least 150 dpi, but no more than 300 dpi

• Save photos as jpg or png

Line art as a png (graphs)

• Web images are usually 

poor resolution 72 dpi



jpg (not as crisp)

png

Line art is best displayed as 
a “png”



Funding acknowledgements

OUR, TRiO, BME, etc.

Your department can 
provide you with the 
required wording



Can you read the type? 

Are these the colors you really want?

Does it look too busy? 

Do my main points pop? 

Print out a letter-sized draft



The Three-column Format
• A more recognized standard of poster formatting 

• Use boxes and/or headings to offset sections

• Visuals!

• Sections include (vary slightly by discipline):

– Introduction/background
– Methods
– Results
– Conclusion
– References
– Acknowledgements 















• You can alter 

what you put 

in the middle. 

You could 

have text, 

analyses, an 

image, or 

something

else that is

representative

of your work.



● https://osf.io/6ua4k/ - Has some examples of a variety of 
designs and information.



Example donated by @milankloewer

http://www.milank.de/
documents/kloewer_eg
u.pdf

https://twitter.com/milankloewer
http://www.milank.de/documents/kloewer_egu.pdf


Example by @mikemorrison

https://twitter.com/mikemorrison




Contact Us!

Office of 

Undergraduate Research

2425 DH Hill Jr. Library

go.ncsu.edu/OUR

undergraduate-research@ncsu.edu

@NCStateOUR

@NCStateOUR

Join our Google Group (NC State 

Undergraduate Research Info)
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